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Coast Guard, DOT § 12.15–5

Subpart 12.15—Qualified Member
of the Engine Department

§ 12.15–1 Certification required.
(a) Every person employed in a rating

as qualified member of the engine de-
partment on any United States vessel
requiring certificated qualified mem-
bers of the engine department shall
produce a certificate as qualified mem-
ber of the engine department to the
shipping commissioner, United States
Collector or Deputy Collector of Cus-
toms, or master before signing articles
of agreement.

(b) No certificate as qualified mem-
ber of the engine department is re-
quired of any person employed on any
unrigged vessel, except seagoing
barges.

§ 12.15–3 General requirements.
(a) A qualified member of the engine

department is any person below the
rating of licensed officer and above the
rating of coal passer or wiper, who
holds a certificate of service as such
qualified member of the engine depart-
ment issued by the Coast Guard or
predecessor authority.

(b) For purposes of administering
this part the rating of assistant elec-
trician is considered a rating not above
that of coal passer or wiper, but equal
thereto.

(c) An applicant, to be eligible for
certification as qualified member of
the engine department, shall be able to
speak and understand the English lan-
guage as would be required in the rat-
ing of qualified member of the engine
department and in an emergency
aboard ship.

(d) After July 31, 1998, an STCW en-
dorsement valid for any period on or
after February 1, 2002, will be issued or
renewed only when the candidate for
certification as a qualified member of
the engine department also produces
satisfactory evidence, on the basis of
assessment of a practical demonstra-
tion of skills and abilities, of having
achieved or maintained within the pre-
vious 5 years the minimum standards
of competence for the following 4 areas
of basis safety:

(1) Personal survival techniques as
set out in table A–VI/1–1 of the STCW
Code.

(2) Fire prevention and fire-fighting
as set out in table A–VI/1–2 of the
STCW Code.

(3) Elementary first aid as set out in
table A–VI/1–3 of the STCW Code.

(4) Personal safety and social respon-
sibilities as set out in table A–VI/1–4 of
the STCW Code.

(e) After July 31, 1998 an STCW en-
dorsement that is valid for any period
on or after February 1, 2002, will be
issued or renewed only when the can-
didate for certification as a qualified
member of the engine department
meets the standards of competence set
out in STCW Regulation III/4 and Sec-
tion A–III/4 of the STCW Code, if the
candidate will be serving as a rating
forming part of a watch in a manned
engine-room, or designated to perform
duties in a periodically unmanned en-
gine-room, on a seagoing ship driven by
main propulsion machinery of 750 kW
[1,000 hp] propulsion power or more.

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34538, June 26,
1997]

§ 12.15–5 Physical requirements.
(a) An applicant for a certificate of

service as a qualified member of the
engine department shall present a cer-
tificate of a medical officer of the
United States Public Health Service, or
other reputable physician attesting
that his eyesight, hearing, and physical
condition are such that he can perform
the duties required of a qualified mem-
ber of the engine department.

(b) The medical examination for
qualified member of the engine depart-
ment is the same as for an original li-
cense as engineer, as set forth in
§ 10.205 of this subchapter. If the appli-
cant is in possession of an unexpired li-
cense, the Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, may waive the requirement
for a physical examination.

(c) An applicant holding a certificate
of service for a particular rating as
qualified member of the engine depart-
ment and desiring certification for an-
other rating covered by this same form
of certificate may qualify therefor
without a physical examination unless
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, finds that the applicant obviously
suffers from some physical or mental
infirmity to a degree that would render
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